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taken the surest way to defeat himself. It must have
been after this experience that he said he never knew
any good come ont of such assemblies. Since Tillot-
son's day, all liberal theologians have had an in-
stinctive dread of ecclesiastical synods. In England,
Convocation is regarded as a conference chiefly of
Church dignitaries, without power to do anything,
but with the will to obey a being of whom it is said
that he

' finds some mischief still,
For idle hands to do.'

The proceedings of the old Huguenot synods do
not seem to have been much more edifying than those
of the English Convocation.    At that of Poitiers, ia
1561, canons were made  against dancing, and pro-
fessors of dancing were to be excommunicated if they
did not quit their profession. At the Synod of Rochello,
in 1571, the c abominable errors and heresies' of the
Socinians were condemned, and a committee was ap-
pointed to desire the English bishops to repress the
errors of Eichard Cosin, and ' other errors which had
begun to be in vogue among them.'    In the following
year, at the Synod of Nimes, all kinds of theatricals
were forbidden, whether public or private.    It was
also decreed that professors of divinity might retain
their   adulterous  wives,   which   privilege   was not
granted to pastors, on the ground that they were to
be exemplary in their families  as well as in the^r
persons.    At St. Foy, in 1578, the ministers uware
instructed not to recite profane authors or stories in
their sermons^ but to let the Scripture ihojre full and
sovereign authority.    One minister was deposed as